Myotonia and disorders of altered muscle cell membrane excitability.
Altered excitability of the skeletal muscle membrane (sarcolemma) can result in clinical signs of muscle dysfunction. Hyperexcitability of the sarcolemma results in myotonia, and hypoexcitability results in paresis or paralysis. Our understanding of the physiologic and molecular bases of disorders of sarcolemmal excitability is rapidly increasing as techniques for evaluation are improved. This article reviews muscle excitability disorders in dogs and cats and their pathogenesis.